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The Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology’s 2002 initiative to begin
English education in primary schools provides educators with an important opportunity to create a
curriculum of sequential learning outcomes. Previous studies comparing vocabulary featured in top
selling textbooks indicate a lack of coordination in the vocabulary selected for junior and senior high
school texts (Ozasa and Erikawa, 2004; Hasegawa and Chujo, 2004), and a preliminary analysis of
primary level texts (Higuchi et al., 2003) reflects this same trend. In this study, the authors examine
vocabulary currently taught at each level and, based on an analysis of the vocabulary in widely
published textbooks, have created a list of 514 basic but essential primary level words, 552 words for
junior high school, and 1,089 terms for high school. From this list of 2,155 words, an estimated 40% are
presented two or more times in textbooks taught at different levels; therefore, without repetition, the core
list contains 1,288 words. By constructing a sequential vocabulary curriculum, learners can continue to
build on EFL learning as they proceed through each level. Although an estimated 7,000 to 8,000 words
are said to be necessary for practical English competence, the vocabulary compiled in this study
represents a positive step in coordinating learning outcomes for Japanese EFL learners.
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trumpet
trust
truth

try

turn
twice
type
umbrella
unable
uncle
under
understand
unhappy
unique
unite
university
until
unusual
up

upon
use
useful
usual
usually
vacation
variety
various
vegetable
very
victim
video
view
village
violin
visit
voice
volleyball
volunteer
vote
wait
wake
walk
wall
want
war
warm
warn
wash
waste
watch
water

watermelon *
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wave
way

we

weak
weapon
wear
weather
week
weekend
weight
welcome
well
west

wet
what
whatever
when
whenever
where
whether
which
while
white
who
whole
why
wide
wife
wild
will

win
wind
window
winter
wise
wish
with
within
without
wolf
woman
wonder
wonderful
wood
word
work
worker
world
worry
write
writer
writing
wrong
year
yellow
yen

yes
yesterday
yet

you
young
yourself
zebra
Z00



