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The Impact of Yutori Kyouiku: A Comparative Study of 1988 and 2006 High School Textbook Vocabulary

Abstract

High school English textbooks in Japan are written in accordance with the Course of Study
guidelines provided by the Ministry of Education, Science, and Culture and these guidelines are
revised about every ten years. In 1978, there was a concern that students were under too much
academic pressure, and the guidelines were revised to incrementally reduce the content level of
several subject areas taught in high schools across the country. Critics of this yutori kyouiku
reform complain that the reduction in subject content has caused a drastic decline in students’
scholastic ability. In order to measure what impact there might be with regard to English
education, we examined the pre-reform vocabulary of high school textbooks (used nationwide in
1988) and compared the vocabulary size, vocabulary level, vocabulary range, keywords, and the
efficacy of the vocabulary to post-reform textbooks (used nationwide in 2006). It was found that
the number of types and tokens decreased drastically from 1988 to 2006; the vocabulary level
increased slightly; various keywords appeared reflecting the recent developments in science and
technology; and that the overall high school text coverage for practical activities declined. Using
vocabulary knowledge as a dashboard indicator of proficiency, the implication of this study is
that in order to support language acquisition, the idea of content reduction in the national
curriculum might be revisited, or that it may be beneficial to revise university curricula and
teaching methodologies for college-bound students who are using these types of high school
textbooks.

8/17/2007 1970
, 2001 , 2003
2004
26 1951

57



15 2008 pp.57-79

10 11 1998 1999

26 6,800 10
11 2,700 10
, 2003: 117
1
52 53 1977 1978
1989
10 11
5 3
10 11
10 11
2000 52 53
1980
7
30
2 2004
1980
B
40 100 2000 B
Reading 35 95
3
2

58



15 2008 pp.57-79
2.1
1) 1988 1987 1988
44 40 B 26 110
100
40 4
2) 2006 2006 34 36
25 95 2006
95 35 2 °
3) 1) 2) 1988 2006
8
B Reading Vista English Now
B Reading Daily
B Reading Sunshine,
Mainstream, Milestone, Crown, Unicorn 3 8
1) British National Corpus BNC
BNC 100 13,994 BNC
(Chujo 2004)
2)
4 16 40,400
Dale and O’Rourke 1981 The Living Word Vocabulary
4 4 1
4 Harris and Jacobson 1972 Basic

Elementary Reading Vocabularies

59

6



15 2008 pp.57-79

3)
1988 2006
1986 2002
1987: 2005 New Horizon
1,2,3(¢( 1986 2002) 1986 834
7,725 2002 728 6,148 !
4)
5
5
(1) TOEIC, TOEFL  (2)
(3)
(4) (5)
(1)
TOEIC
TOEFL 2 (3)
PBS, TIME
VOA, News for You 2
Chujo and Utiyama, 2005
1,500 x5 TOEIC TOEFL
2
3 8
TOEIC ( )| 3953 | 894 TOEIC ( )| 348 | 1,010
TOEFL ( )| 3,054 678 TOEFL ( )| 4,399 1,152
1500 | 319 1500 | 426
PBS (TV ) 1500 | 411 TIME ( ) 1500 | 584
VOA ( ) 1500 | 416 News for You (ESL ) 1,500 | 460
( ) | 1500 | 261 1500 | 465
(Titanic) 1500 | 439 (Harry Potter) 1500 | 458

60



2.2

2001:19-20

2.3

1980

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

3.1
1988

95

9,904

15
base form
2000
1
40 100
2
993,879 10,595
1988

61

2008 pp.57-79

1988

2006

24,847

2006

Nation,
9
BNC
10
35
607,407
B Reading
2006 16,950



15 2008 pp.57-79
31.8 2,028 1,775 12.5
1980
12 B 2000 11
1988 11.4
2006 8.7
1 1988 38.6 2006
42.6 (O’Dell, 1997; Nation,
2001) 2000
2 1988 2006
1988 2006
40 100 35 95
993,879 607,407
10,595 9,904
1 24,847 5584 50,435 16,950 3,526 34,751
1 2,028 859 3,700 1775 696 3,161
1 1 114 65 201 87 47 134
: : o 268 i3 2% 26 525
3.2
BNC
2
1 16
Population growth makes the
global economy expand. population 6 growth 4
make 1 the 1 global 6 economy 8 expand 6
(6+4+1+1+6+8+6)=7 4.3
17

62



15 2008 pp.57-79

2000 Unicorn |
3.4
2 BNC
95
95 Laufer 1997
95
2
2000 Unicorn | 1,064
6,439 95% 6,117
6,117 BNC 2,920
BNC 2,920
95 BNC
BNC
3
1988 3.1 5.3
4.0 2006 2.8 5.3
4.1 1988
2002 New Horizon
2.6 TIME 6.0 3
TIME
3 1988 2006
1988 2006
1 40 31 53 41 28 53
1 BNC 3011 2,094 4,077 3542 2515 4,603
2 BNC 1988
2,094 4,077 BNC 3,011

63




15

2006 2,515 4,603

wheelchair ozone coral
New Horizon
1,843 TIME 10,704

BNC

BNC 2

2008 pp.57-79

BNC 3,542
2006 1988

genetically, windmill,

BNC

1988 2006 2006 1988

BNC

3.3

1988 40
2006 35 9,904
1988
266 2.5%

2006 169

10,595

40 1988
2006 35

1.7%

10 1988 40 - 31 781

7.4 2006 35-26 665

6.7% 1988 2006

1988

4,035 38.1 2006

4,118 41.6 1988

1 1988



15 2008 pp.57-79
4 1988 2006
1988 2006
% % % %
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TOEFL 79.4% 76.6% 79.7% 77.5% 84.4% 82.9% 82.6% 80.6%
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